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same time, [20] at last prayed the company to give
him a little time to talk in his turn, and all alone, as
he did.

Now, as in the wide stretches of territory in this
country there are a great many wholly barbarous
tribes, so they very often make war upon each other.
When we arrived at Tadoussac the Savages were
coming back from a war against the Hiroquois, and
had taken nine of them; those of Quebec took six,
and those of Tadoussac three. Monsieur Emery de
Caén went to see the captives, hoping to save the life
of the youngest one. I pleaded very earnestly for
all three, but was told that great presents were nec-
essary, and I had none. Having arrived at the cabins
of the Savages, which are made of poles, clumsily
covered with bark, the top left uncovered for the pur-
pose of letting in light and of leaving [21] an opening
for the smoke to go out, we entered that of the war
Captain, which was long and narrow. There were
three fires in the middle, distant from each other
five or six feet. Having entered, we sat down here
and there on the ground, which was covered with
little branches of fir, for they have no other seats.
This done, they brought in the prisoners, who sat
down beside each other. The eldest was ‘over 60,
the second about 30, and the third was a young boy
from 15 to 16 years old. They all began to sing, in or-
der to show that they were not at all afraid of death,
however cruel it might be. Their singing seemed
to me very disagreeable; the cadence always ended
with reiterated aspirations, ‘‘ oh! oh! oh! ah! ah!
ah! hem! hem! hem!”’ ezc. After singing for some
time, they were made to dance, one after the other.
The eldest one rose first, and began [22] to walk



